Hamlet 
By William Shakespeare

Characters

· Hamlet: Prince of Denmark, son of the late King and Gertrude.
· Polonius: Advisor to the King; he’s in his forties
Setting


The action of the plays takes place in the kitchen and the parlor of the house where Doaker lives with his niece, Berniece, and her eleven-year-old daughter, Maretha.  The house in sparsely furnished, and although there is evidence of a women’s touch, there is a lack of warmth and vigor.  

Scene One

(Outside on the grass is Eugene, almost but not quite 15.  He is wearing knickers, a shirt and a tie, a faded and torn sweater, Keds sneakers and a blue baseball cap.  He has a beaten and worn baseball glove on his left hand and in his right hand he holds a ball that is so old and battered, it is ready to fall apart.  He stands on a imaginary pitcher’s mound, facing stage L.  He looks back over his shoulder to an imaginary runner on second, then back over to the “batter.”  Then he winds up and pitches, hitting an off stage wall.)

EUGENE:  One out, a man on second, bottom of the seventh, two balls, on strikes…Ruffing checks the runner on second, gets the sign from Dickey (He throws the ball.)  Caught the inside corner, steerike one!

BLANCHE:  (stops sewing) Kate, please.  My head is splitting.

KATE:  I told that boy a hundred times and nine times. (She yells out!) Eugene!  Stop banging the wall!

EUGENE:  In a minute, Ma!  This is for the World Series. (Eugene turns to the Audience)  You see why I want to write all this down?… In case I grow up all twisted and warped, the world will know why.

BLANCHE:  Can’t he do that someplace else?

KATE:  I’ll break his arm, that’s where he’ll do it. (She calls out.)  Eugene, I’m not going to tell you again.  Do you hear me?  

EUGENE:  It’s the last batter, mom.  Mel Ott is up.  It’s a crucial moment in World Series history.

KATE:  Your aunt Blanche has a splitting headache.  

(Tableau.  Slow fade out.)
Scene Two

(Wednesday, a week later.  About six thirty in the evening.  Kate comes down the stairs carrying a tray of food.  She looks a little tired.  Laurie is lying on the sofa in the living room with a book.  Eugene is in the back yard, sitting on the beach chair, writing in his book of memoirs.)

KATE:  Laurie! You should see your mother.  She looks gorgeous. 

STAN:  (He takes out a cigarette out, and smokes it in front of his mother)Ma!  I’ve got something to tell you.  You got to listen to me.  Promise you won’t tell Pa!

BLANCE:  I will and you won’t stop me.  (She runs out in a mad furry.)
Scene Three
(Tina and Frank are driving in downtown New York City when they get a police call about a terrorist attack.)

TINA:  Brooklyn South issued a code blue less than two minutes ago. They think hostages are involved.

FRANK: Black-and-whites on the scene?

TINA:  Setting up a perimeter now.

FRANK: Residence or business?

TINA: A bus.

HUB:  SWAT?

FRANK:  On the way.

HUB:  Negotiator?

TINA:  Rolling.

HUB:  Bomb squad?  Okay. Blue paint. Voice-altering technology --

FRANK:   -- available from The Sharper Image catalogue.

SUSSMAN:  Last I looked they weren't offering exploding paint bombs.

HUB:  Still, the rhetoric sounds political. Militia?

TINA:  Not their style.

HUB:  Frank --?

FRANK:  Jihad isn't known for their sense of humor, and Hamas is raising so much money here, why queer their deal?
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